Lifestyle

Williamsport Sun-Gazette, Sunday, June 7, 2020

C3

A grand slam friendship keeps in contact d

By MARK MARONEY
mmaroney@sungazette com

A brief encounter by an
[talian pizza shop owner stay-
iing at aul])otcl in L ':luliam.sport
duni e 2014 Little l.&asue
“'J:l%g Series led to a friend-
ship and bond v‘;'ith a city mu;nen,
an ins endurance in
(_7(_)V[Ig1-'llmggioba] pandemic.

Aleandro Bruno Barbieri, of
Crema, Italy, was heading to
Niagara New York, in
August 2014 and decided to
stay in Williamsport to see the
Grand Slam Parade of the
Little League World Series.

That's when Barbieri met
Marc Schefsky, who was gen-

the situation was.
“I told him the precautions
to be taken since nothing had

i
said.
Ordinary no more

As s00n a8 the television
out it was not an average

morning. During the night, not
o e

i  happened:
COVID-19 patient zero was

In a few short hours, the
entire vi became a “mili-
tary zone,” jeri said.

It was impossible to go out
and in and what he described
as ’?‘h “red zone” was bomk.uy

e virus spread rap
like wildfire in a few days,
kilometer after kilometer all
around the city where the
virus originated, he said.

Omnaé: community of fam-
ilies and friends leading in the
Lom:irdy region, suddenly was
hit by waves of infectioned,

e S el
arrived in e sai
Back home, Schefsky was

mﬂm tes and won-
He

was sweeping through Europe
and the home of his friends.

Babieri had no idea what
the restrictions would be for
his livelihood — the pizza
restaurant.

“We were forced to close
down,” he said. A quarantine
was extended to all of Italy
and Crema was on lock-down.

Life changed
For all of Barbieri's working
days, the pim-maker was

;
Z

committed to preparing many
sizes and shapes of fresh

and making pizza with
mest ingred?ents gath-
ered locally.

“Ev ing became memo-

ries,” he said. “Days became
empty, unreal.” :

ut doubts and the mean-
ing of life in a pandemic meant
trying to figure out the best
way to act for helping the com-
munity and getting the busi-
ness back running. |

In th:‘n‘t mtgnt‘;h& the fire and

ion for the job animating
mys for more than 80
A tisfied the

Making pizza sa
customers and Barbieri,

“We found a way to g:r;
them the possibility to their
smile again during this ever-
lasting quarantine,” he said.

uring COVID-19
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Aleandro Bruno Barbieri, of Crema, ltaly, stayed in
Williamsport during the 2014 Little League World Series
which lead to developing a friendship with Mark Schefsky,

who was general
contact with his friend.

of the Genetti Hotel. Keeping in

learned about how COVID-

19 impacted Barbieri, his pizza shop and community.

It was to be Italian, to be
streetwise and find solutions to
problems and above all to help
people in difficulty, he said.

In his community, everyone
began to help each other.
Wearing masks, children went
shopping for parents and
friends went for their neighbors.

“This all created a solidarity

movemet:;d who help the coun-
try to s up again,”
Barbieri said.

New restaurant employees
would deliver pizza to the cus-
tomenrs’ homes, which was how
the government permitted it.

Over the weeks that
ensued, the hard work paid off

as individuals sent in selfies of
eating pizza, _

The situation in Italy, as in
much of the U.S,, remains
uncertain. It is not known if
the virus will go away, a vac-
cine will be discovered or more
waves will strike in the fall.

But Barbieri said the battle
to maintain his business amid
the pandemic, and the results
of serving customers through it
were gam ing and he is.

proud of Crema, his employees

and customers,

“We won't be coming back
to life, as basically we have
done it already,” he said. * We,
are Italian.”




